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With A Hot New CD, a Full Touring
Schedule and a Legendary Horn,
Dmitri Matheny is

FLYING HIGH

Interview with Lauren Craft, Public Radio International (PRI). Reprinted With Permission

Dmitri Matheny was virtually unknown when his first album was released five
years ago, but in a marter of weeks he was topping the radio charts and selling out concert halls
from New York to Warsaw. After years performing in small nightclubs, he had become the classic

overnight success. But there was really nothing overnight about Matheny. He had already paid his

dues at Boston’s prestigious Berklee College of Music, studied privately with flugelhorn legend Art KING OF CLUBS

Flugelbornist Dmatri Matheny has appeared
at over 100 nighrclubs, festivals and concert

Farmer, and worked steadily on both coasts for nearly a decade.
5 CDs later, Matheny is collecting awards and accolades at an alarming rate. Jazzlz magazine
has rated him “Best New Artist,” while the San Jose Mercury News has dubbed him “the first

halls internationally this year.

breakthrough flugelhornist since Chuck Mangione.”
The torch has been passed, but Matheny is not resting on his laurels. His 2000 Tour included
concerts in Japan, Europe and the United States. We caught up with Dmitri in San Francisco at the
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conclusion of his travels.

Net Worth

Best of the Web

The world watched this summer as Silicon
Valley moguls and glamorous Hollywood celebri-
ties stepped out of limos onto a red carpet
patrolled by paparazzi. The International
Academy of Digital Media Arts and Sciences was
honoring the world’s best web sites at the fourth
annual Webby Awards. Celebrity judges included
SANDRA BERNHARD, ROBIN WILLIAMS, MATT
GROENING, JULIA CHILD, LAURIE ANDERSON, JACKIE
JOYNER-KERSEY, PATRICK STEWART, FRANCIS FORD
COPPOLA, DAVID BOWIE, DEEPAK CHOPRA and
COURTNEY LOVE. Webcast live on Yahoo, the VIP
bash featured gourmert food by leading chefs and
live music by DMITRI MATHENY.

» Continued inside

Back to COOL
Concerts for Kids

The DMITRI MATHENY GROUP will perform
80 free concerts for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders
during the 2000-2001 school year, sponsored
by the San Francisco Symphony and
the Friends of Matheny Music. To support
these programs, mail-in your contribution
using the enclosed envelope. For more infor-
mation, contact 1-877-MATHENY or
friends@mathenymusic.com.

LIVIN® LA VIDA DIVA

Matheny recently shared the spotlight in
Japan with popular vocalist Keiko Osamu

top), in Europe with piano star Amina
Figarova (bottom) and at home with
Brazilian Siren Claudia Villela (center)

Matheny performs over 100 concerts annually, including the San Francisco HOME SEASON, International TOURING SEASON, and WINTERFEST Family Christmas
Concerts. To receive concert announcements join the Dmitri Matheny E-List at dmitri@mathenymusic.com.
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FLY'NG H'GH continued

DMITRI, THE READERS OF JAZZIZ VOTED YOU
“BEST NEW ARTIST" ALONG WITH BRAD
MEHLDAU, RAVI COLTRANE AND STEFON
HARRIS. ARE YOU FLATTERED BY ALL THE

|| RECENT ATTENTION?

That was a great honor, but Brad Mchldau is

* truly in a class by himself. He’s on par with

" the Great Ones. When he performs, Mchldau

seems to be channeling pure music, straight
from the source.

- We’re bringing back melodies,
~ and people dig that.

WE'VE ALSO SEEN A LOT OF YOU RECENTLY ON
TELEVISION, AS A GUEST VJ ON BET.

Our society is so visually-oriented. When my
CD Starlight Café was being played on 300
radio stations, it made a small splash. But
when they put it on the United Airlines in-
flight video, we were flooded with e-mails.
The power of the visual, I guess!

WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE RESPOND SO WELL
TO YOUR MUSIC?

I think it’s because of the importance
we place on melody. Melody is where the
romance lives. There’s a profound absence of

melody in a lot of contemporary music. We're

bringing back melodies, and people dig that.

YOU JUST FINISHED A BIG TOUR. WHAT STANDS
ouT?

This year’s tour was extra special because of

=~ my new horn. It belonged to my teacher,
~ Art Farmer, who died last year. Knowing
~ Art played this instrument, feeling his spirit,

I’'m inspired to work harder than ever, trying

" to live up to his standard of performance

every night.

|| YOU AND ART HAD A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP.

" We did. He was my mentor for ten years. |
~ just played at his memorial service in New
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York. Everyone was there: Tommy Flanagan,
Rufus Reid, Jim Hall. All of us who play the
Big Horn owe a great debt to Art. He defined
the sound of the flugelhorn in jazz. And, he
was a beautiful human being.

WHY HAVE YOU CHOSEN TO MAKE YOUR HOME
IN SAN FRANCISCO AND NOT NEW YORK?

Well, you know, Art taught me that you spend
most of your life on the road, living out of a
suitcase. He said, “where

do you want to be when

you go home?” I chose

the San Francisco Bay
Area. Tony Bennett calls it
“America’s Paris.” It’'s one
of the world’s great cities, aesthetically beau-
tiful and culturally precious. We have great
food and wine, one of the best jazz clubs in
the world, two strong jazz festivals, a great
symphony, museums, and of course, the glori-
ous California coast.

...AND CALIFORNIA GIRLS?
Well, yes, I met my wife Larissa here in
California.

YOU ARE ALSO KNOWN FOR WORKING WITH
WOMEN MUSICIANS—UNCOMMON IN JAZZ.

Not as uncommon as you might think. The
media loves to focus on the women, as
if they’re some kind of sexy novelty, but truth
be told, these women are outstanding
musicians.

TELL US ABOUT AMINA FIGAROVA. YOU JUST
RELEASED A CD WITH HER ON THE MUNICH
LABEL.

I’m thrilled with this project. Munich is one of
the top recording companies in Europe.
Amina is a hit at jazz festivals everywhere,
from Brazil to the North Sea. Wherever we
perform audiences adore her. Our new CD,
Live in Europe, features compositions from
both of us, and a great international band.
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YOU SEEM TO BE SPENDING A LOT OF TIME
OVERSEAS. | WENT TO YOUR SHOW LAST NIGHT,
AND YOU PLAYED NEW PIECES YOU WROTE IN
FRANCE, TUSCANY, JAPAN, AND THE WEST
INDIES.

This is an idea I borrowed from one of my
heroes, Dave Brubeck. When he traveled to
the East, he brought back “Jazz Impressions
of India™ for his American audience. I love
that idea: musical postcards from the road.

YOU AND DARRELL GRANT ALSO JUST COMPLET-
ED A BIG TOUR TOGETHER AS A DUO.

Grant & Matheny, my favorite project.
Darrell is The Man on piano. We're playing a
diverse repertoire we call “chamber jazz,”
including spirituals, show tunes, folk songs,
and classical. The California Arts Council
has given us some tour support, so we’re able
to refine our sound on the road. Everyone is
asking us to record.

FOR YOUR NEXT CD, YOU'RE WORKING WITH
BRAD COLE, MUSICAL DIRECTOR FOR PHIL
COLLINS. WILL THIS BE A POP ALBUM?

If by “Pop” you mean “popular,” I certainly
hope so! What I'm trying
to do on this project
with Brad is to com-

bine Brazilian, world

and ambient styles

to create a compelling
sound similar to some-
thing Sting might do.

LET'S TALK ABOUT THE SAXOPHONE. IN THE PAST
YEAR, YOU'VE PERFORMED WITH A LOT OF
GREAT SAX MEN: RED HOLLOWAY, DAVE ELLIS,
BOBBY WATSON, AND JAMES MOODY. YOU
ALSO DID CLINICS WITH DON BRADEN AND
STANLEY TURRENTINE. WHAT IS IT ABOUT SAXO-
PHONISTS THAT APPEALS TO YOU SO?

I love the tone of the saxophone. I try to play
like a sax player or a singer, to get that won-
derful, warm, vocal quality. And I'm inspired
by the cats who do it right, like the people
you mentioned.

some success of my own,
it’s my turn to give back.

ant at

IN A RECENT ARTICLE, JAZZ CRITIC ANDREW
GILBERT SAYS “MATHENY HAS BUILT HIS CAREER
AS IF HE WERE AN INDEPENDENT ARTS INSTITU-
TION.” WHAT DO YOU THINK HE MEANS BY THAT?

I think Andy’s talking about the great people
I work with. The musicians in my band are
first rate, and we work with a talented team
of about a dozen professionals who handle
tour promotion, publicity, the web site, music
publishing and licensing, bookkeeping, graph-
ic design, concert production, and administra-
tive work. We concentrate our tours around
the release of each new CD. We don’t perform
a lot locally. Instead, we present a Home
Season in March, and WinterFest family
shows each December. The rest of the year, we
focus on education and community programs.

WHY THE BIG EMPHASIS ON EDUCATION?

My father was a great educator, and my own
early development was nurtured in jazz
camps, at Interlochen and Berklee, and by
teachers like Carmine Caruso, Herb Pomeroy
and Art Farmer. Now that I'm having some
success of my own, it's my turn to give back.

Now that 'm having |

EVEN YOUR FAN CLUB RAISES FUNDS FOR MUSIC
EDUCATION.

I prefer to call them a “Patrons Group.” The
Friends of Matheny Music make rtax-
deductible contributions which support our
free programs for children in the schools.
Whether the kids are aspiring musicians or
just learning to appreciate music, their lives
are enhanced. And it makes us feel great! %

The Matheny Music Newsletter «+ 2000-01 SEASON
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Graphic Design
Bucciarelli Communications
Berkeley, California

. Design Consultants

t iL Greta Berger
S~ CONTACT US Brad Rickman
-

‘ Copy Writer & Editor

Telephone:
Honoré Dutrey

510 THE JAZZ (843 5299)

Toll Free:
877 MATHENY (628 4369)

E-Mail: friends@mathenymusic.com
Web Site: www.mathenymusic.com
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Discography
Dmitri Matheny
Santa’s Got a Brand New Bag (1999)
Starlight Café (1998)
Penumbra: The Moon Sessions (1997)
Red Reflections (1996)
Amina Figarova & Dmitri Matheny
Live in Europe: Jazz at the Pinehill (2000)
Flugelhornist  *
lan Dogole, Night Harvest (2000)
lan Dogole, lonospheres (1997)
Birdland Express, PassionFire (2000)
Crown Project, Modern Mancini (2000)
Crown Project, Gershwin on Monarch (1998)
5 Voices, Quint-Essential (2000)
Cathi Walkup, Living In A Daydream (1999)
Ron Kaplan, Lounging Around (1999)
Clairdee, Destination Moon (1999)
Dave Ellis, /n the Long Run (1998)
Nika Rejto, Bridge Weaver (1998)
Daria, Just the Beginning (1997)
Yehudit (1997)
Ken Schaphorst, Making Lunch (1989)

Producer, Composer, Arranger

Vicki Burns, Siren Song (Producer, Arranger, 2000)

John Heller, Dream Farm (Producer, 1998)

Art Farmer, Live at Stanford Jazz Workshop (Executive Producer, 1997)
SFMOMA, Voices & Images of California Art CD-ROM (Composer, 1997)

Various Artists, SF Jazz Festival Sampler Volume | (Associate Producer, 1996)

Dave Ellis, Raven (Executive Producer, 1996)
Peron/Spangler, Dedication (Executive Producer, 1996)
Eddie Marshall, San Francisco Nighthawks (Executive Producer, 1996)

Dmitri Matheny
WINNER

of 7 Prestigious Awards

Model Touring Artist,
California Arts Council, 2000

99 People to Watch,

San Francisco Metropolitan Magazine, 1999, 2000

Bay Area Best,

San Francisco Examiner Magazine, 1996-2000

Best New Artist,
Jazziz International Readers Poll, 1999

Talent Deserving Wider Recognition,
DownBeat International Critics Poll, 1998

The Year’s Best Recordi b

International Association of Jazz Educators Journal, 1996

10 Best CDs of the Year,
Jazzlz Magazine Critics Picks, 1996

AMINA FIGAROVA Quintet
PVIETERE MATHENY
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Advance E-mail Announc
Subscription to the Math

Discounted Admission
on Selected Tour Appear

10% Discount and Free S

VIP Backstage Access dur

Acknowledgment as Spo
Home Season or WinterF

Private Salon Concert for

Free Compact Disc, T-Shirt, Poster or Gift

Invitations to Private Salon Concerts
Free Tickets to Home Season

Name Listing in Home Season Program

Yriends of Mathe ny Music
BRONZE SILVER GOLD PLATINUM
$100 and above  $250 and above  $500 and above $1000 and above
ements of All Events * * * *
eny Music Newsletter * * * *
* * * *
* * g *
ances
hipping on All CDs * * * *
* * * *
2 Tickets Up to 4 Tickets Up to 6 Tickets .. Up to 10 Tickets
Each Night Each Night Each Night Each Night
* *
ing Home Season * *
nsor of a *
est Concert
You and Your Guests

Olulp)t COMPACT DISCS

item reqular price  members price qty

Complete Dmitri Matheny Library — All 5 CDs
Live in Europe: Jazz at the Pinehill $15.00 $13.00
Santa’s Got a Brand New Bag $15.00 $13.00
Starlight Café $15.00 $13.00
Penumbra: The Moon Sessions $15.00 $13.00
Red Reflections $15.00 $13.00

Shipping & Handling $5.00 Free

TOTAL
ordered by
name

Please make check or money order

street address

payable to "Matheny Music."

Note that we do not currently
accept credit cards for CDs.

Use the enclosed envelope,
or send order to 7515 Claremont
Ave., Berkeley, CA 94705.

Please allow 2 weeks for delivery.

city state  zip
telephone

e-mail

ship to

name

street address

city state zip
telephone

Thank you for your order!

e-mail










